e NATIONAL
INTEREST

F O U N D A T I O N

Secretary of State Blinken Testifies in Front of Congress Regarding the Shortcomings of the
United States' Withdrawal from Afghanistan

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken testified this week before both the House Foreign Affairs Committee and
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee regarding the Biden administration’s withdrawal from Afghanistan. The
manner and handling of the recent U.S. troop pullout back in late August was met with a significant amount of
bipartisan criticism, and committee members questioned him about the shortcomings of the strategy’s execution.
Blinken calmly and adamantly defended the administration’s actions, stating that officials began planning for a
potential “worst-case scenario” during the spring and summer. He laid blame at the feet of former President
Trump, expressing that the Biden administration inherited a deal and deadline but no competent plan in order to
carry out the withdrawal. Blinken’s testimony also focused on the issue of Afghan refugees and American allies still
in Afghanistan moving forward, with the Secretary of State providing a methodical explanation of the State
Department’s plans to expedite visa and asylum processes. Senator Bob Menendez (D-NJ), Chairman of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, voiced his disapproval over some top Biden officials refusing to testify and
threatened to subpoena them, notably singling out Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin. All told, it appears from the
great deal of attention given to the testimony on the subject that the manner of the Afghanistan withdrawal will
continue to be something that Biden administration officials are required to answer for.

While the discussion over the Afghanistan withdrawal has inspired passionate debate, the Senate hearing
proceeding in particular showed that members of both parties have serious and critical questions that the Biden
administration needs to address. There are only a few who actually question the overall decision to leave
Afghanistan, and instead the primary nonpartisan critique has not been withdrawing itself, but how the pullout
was planned and implemented. The seemingly frantic rush left many questions. There are also noteworthy
concerns over the military equipment left in Taliban hands, the Americans and U.S. allies still in Afghanistan, and
the national security implications of American adversaries and competitors watching an apparent chaotic
withdrawal from the country.

Blinken remained defensive of the pullout regardless of these critiques. In response to the concerns over U.S.
military equipment being in Taliban hands, Blinken strongly claimed that the equipment was unable to be used and
posed no threat to American national security. He defended the withdrawal and evacuation operation as well,
citing the airlift as one of the largest, most complex, and most successful endeavors — proof that the Biden
administration could respond well to crisis.

Regardless of the debate, much of the future issue relating to Afghanistan for the United States and her allies
remains the mass influx of refugees. Domestically, many have already opposed any resistance to refugees being
allowed to reside in the United States. The bureaucratic process of visas and asylum claims is a key issue however,
as the factor of time is undoubtedly playing a role in putting a strain on the immigration infrastructure system. To
their credit though, the Biden administration has repeatedly and admirably pledged to make sure all Americans
who wish to leave will make it to the United States and that the nation will welcome refugees with open arms.



