
 

The International Atomic Energy Agency's Recent Meeting with Iran Sparks New Hope for a 
Renewal of the JCPOA 

The recent meeting between Iran and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has sparked 
renewed hope for the revival of the 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) nuclear 
agreement between Iran and several Western nations. The meeting, which focused on nuclear 
safeguard issues, was led by Rafael Grossi, the director-general of the IAEA, and Mohammad Eslami, the 
head of the Iranian Atomic Energy Organization. The two gave a joint news conference on Saturday, 
following which Grossi met with Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi. Iran has maintained that its nuclear 
program is solely for peaceful purposes and has no interest in developing nuclear weapons. However, 
concerns regarding the possibility of Iran developing nuclear weapons were what originally lead to the 
signing of the JCPOA in 2015. Under the agreement, Iran agreed to limit its nuclear program in exchange 
for the lifting of economic sanctions imposed by the West. In 2018, the United States unilaterally 
withdrew from the JCPOA and reimposed heavy sanctions on Iran, leading Iran to gradually abandon its 
restrictions, including the maximum limit on nuclear enrichment of 3.67 percent. Since then, attempts 
to salvage or modify the agreement have stagnated. The recent discovery of uranium enriched to an 
almost weapons-grade level in Iran has heightened concerns about the country's nuclear program. 

The meeting between Rafael Grossi, Director-General of the IAEA, and Iranian officials could mark a 
pivotal moment in the future of the JCPOA. The discussions centered around critical issues related to 
nuclear safeguards, which could lay the foundation for rebuilding trust between Iran and the West. 
Grossi's visit to Iran is the first in months and comes just days before the IAEA's next Board of Governors 
meeting, where the US and its European allies may seek another resolution to levy further sanctions 
against Iran. The outcome of Grossi's trip could have far-reaching implications for the future of the 
JCPOA and regional security. The US states that it will wait for the results of the discussions before 
making any decisions to attempt to resume negotiations. If negotiations prove successful, it could lead 
to the revival of the JCPOA and the lifting of economic sanctions against Iran. However, concerns remain 
about Iran's compliance with the agreement if it is reinstated. At the news conference, Ali Akbar Salehi, 
head of the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran, stated that "we won't allow any non-compliance to 
cause a lack of trust." This statement seems to indicate Iran's commitment to maintaining compliance 
with the safeguards agreement with the IAEA and its dedication to building mutual trust. However, the 
Iranian track record is spotty at best. The discussions between Grossi and Iranian officials also addressed 
the issue of mysterious compounds discovered at three Iranian sites some years ago. Grossi noted that 
investigations into this matter are still ongoing, and findings won't be known until the end of the 
negotiations. This is a crucial topic that must be addressed to ensure the success of the JCPOA and 
regional stability. 

Iran's commitment to the safeguards agreement with the IAEA must be upheld. There is hope for 
progress as the recent meeting between Iran and the IAEA presents a new opportunity to revive the 



JCPOA and rebuild trust between Iran and the West. However, after years of stalemate, negotiations will 
be difficult to restart, and many barriers remain. It is crucial that these discussions are conducted in 
good faith and that all parties are committed to finding a solution that ensures Iran's compliance with 
the agreement. Failure to revive the original deal or create a new agreement will likely result in 
increased tensions and instability in the region, while success could pave the way for greater 
cooperation and diplomacy. It is important to note that while concerns about Iran's compliance with the 
agreement remain, Iranian officials have reaffirmed their commitment to the safeguards agreement 
with the IAEA and have stated that they will not allow any non-compliance to cause a lack of trust. This 
is a positive sign, but one that should be approached with caution. Ultimately, the success of these 
negotiations will depend on the willingness of all parties to engage in honest and constructive dialogue. 

 


