e NATIONAL
INTEREST

F O U N D A T I O N

Algerian Journalist Sentenced to 5 Years

In an alarming display of the Algerian government's crackdown on independent journalism, Ihsane El-
Kadi, a prominent critic of the government and owner of one of the few independent media
organizations in the country, has been sentenced to five years in prison by the Sidi M'Hamed court in
Algiers. This sentence, of which El-Kadi must serve three years, was handed down on Sunday after he
was accused of "foreign financing of his enterprise," according to AFP. The case against El-Kadi is
emblematic of the broader assault on press freedom and democratic values in Algeria.

El-Kadi's arrest and subsequent sentencing highlight the Algerian government's relentless efforts to
control the media landscape and suppress dissenting voices. His media company, Interface Media, which
owns and operates El Kadi's other publication and Maghreb Emergent, has been ordered to shut down
by the court. Additionally, fines of 11.7 million Algerian dinars (586,200) have been imposed on the
company and El-Kadi personally. The journalist's arrest on December 24 under a state security statute
prohibiting the receipt of funds that endanger national unity or state security reveals the government's
readiness to exploit legal mechanisms to stifle critical journalism. Following El-Kadi's detention, Interface
Media's offices were sealed off, and its records were seized. El-Kadi's defense team has refuted the
foreign funding allegations, pointing out that the only foreign transfer received by his company came
from his daughter, a resident of the United Kingdom, who sent 25,000 British pounds ($31,000) to the
business in which she is a partner. The unjust treatment of El-Kadi has drawn widespread condemnation
from human rights organizations such as Amnesty International, as well as from groups advocating for
the freedom of journalists, including Reporters Without Borders and the Committee to Protect
Journalists (CPJ). Hundreds of individuals have signed a petition demanding his release. Sherif Mansour,
the program coordinator for CPJ's Middle East and North Africa region, characterized El-Kadi's detention
in December as an affront to Algeria's independent press and called on authorities to "stop their
persecution of the press." Mansour asserted, "Algerian authorities are assaulting some of the few
independent voices in the nation by detaining journalist Ihsane El-Kadi and closing down Radio M and
Maghreb Emergent."

The sentencing of lhsane El-Kadi indicates a larger pattern of repression and intimidation against
independent journalism in Algeria. The crackdown on dissent and independent journalism in Algeria has
had significant implications for the relationship between the government and its citizens. Repressing
independent voices and the stifling of free expression can lead to an erosion of trust in the government
and foster a climate of fear and suspicion. Citizens become disillusioned with the political system and
lose faith in the democratic process as the government continues to consolidate power and suppress
opposing views. This can result in disengagement from political participation and increased polarization
within society. Additionally, the absence of independent media outlets and reliable sources of
information can lead to the spread of misinformation and a lack of transparency in government actions.



As citizens lose access to unbiased reporting, their ability to hold the government accountable for its
actions and decisions is severely compromised.

As the Algerian government relentlessly pursues its campaign to suppress freedom of the press and
dismantle the very foundations of democracy, it becomes increasingly imperative for the international
community to raise its voice in unison, denouncing these oppressive actions and relentlessly advocating
for the protection of journalists and their indispensable contributions to the fabric of a thriving
democracy. The alarming silencing of El-Kadi and the forced closure of his independent media
organization reverberate far beyond Algeria's borders, striking fear into the hearts of journalists
everywhere who dare to speak truth to power. The world cannot afford to stand idly by as the pillars of
press freedom and democratic values are systematically dismantled in Algeria. It is incumbent upon the
international community, including governments, human rights organizations, and concerned citizens, to
join forces in solidarity with those who risk everything to preserve and promote the free flow of
information, expose corruption, and hold the powerful accountable. To turn a blind eye to the plight of
El-Kadi and other independent journalists in Algeria would be to accept the erosion of democratic
principles and the normalization of censorship and repression. We must harness the collective power of
our voices, our advocacy, and our unwavering commitment to the cause of press freedom to challenge
the injustices perpetrated by governments that seek to silence those who bear witness to the truth.



