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Israel Shuts Down Al Jazeera in a Blatant Attack on Press Freedom

During this past week, the Israeli government initiated a move to close the local operations of media outlet Al
Jazeera, a decision that was universally denounced by rights groups and international officials. Israeli authorities
raided the offices of the news network in Jerusalem and confiscated equipment on Sunday. The action was claimed
to have been taken under the guise of “alleviating security concerns,” a sham that was dismissed by fair-minded
observers who instead outlined how it was motivated by a desire to stifle growing evidence and outrage regarding
egregious Israeli human rights abuses in Gaza. In addition to being a blatant attack on press freedom amid the
destructive War on Gaza, the move sees Israel join a group of authoritarian regimes in the region such as Saudi
Arabia, Egypt, the United Arab Emirates, and Bahrain that have also hindered Al Jazeera. For many analysts, the
Netanyahu government in Israel’s latest undermining of independent reporting only serves to further damage its
global image, at a time when it is already drawing increasing criticism in the court of public opinion.

The shutting down of Al Jazeera in Israel is especially concerning given that it is one of the few international media
outlets that has remained in Gaza throughout the course of the conflict there. The network has provided important
first-hand and on-the-ground coverage documenting Israel’s indiscriminate bombardment of non-combatant
infrastructure including hospitals, schools, and cultural sites. This has elicited the ire of Israeli officials, who have
long sought to slander and obstruct it. An alarming number of Al Jazeera journalists and their family members have
themselves been killed by the unlawful Israeli bombardments, and all told, more than 100 journalists in total have
been murdered by Israeli forces —in what rights watchdog organizations say are often intentional targetings. Since
the onset of the War on Gaza, the Israeli government has also instituted regulations aimed at closing media outlets
that it deems a threat to its interests, labeling networks like Al Jazeera with defamatory accusations for merely
reporting the facts of what has transpired in the besieged Palestinian enclave.

As commentators have pointed out, Israel’s recent move is the type of action that repressive governments
frequently take in order to silence dissent and hamper freedom of the press. In their criticism of the decision,
officials from the International Federation of Journalists stated that “sadly, it is part of a long set of actions that the
Israeli government has taken to try and thwart free reporting” of the War on Gaza. Others similarly highlighted
how it is clearly aimed at preventing people from knowing the truth about what is really taking place there, and
the scale of war crimes and human rights violations being perpetrated by Israeli military forces. The banning of Al
Jazeera is an act which denies the basic right to access information, and is as one observer put it, “a move straight
from a despot’s playbook.” It also just adds to the flagrant crackdown on press freedom, as Israel has already
banned waves of foreign reporters from Gaza and censored its war coverage. Ironically, the move to shut down the
media outlet came just two days after World Press Freedom Day. Furthermore, Israel’s own domestic association
for civil rights debunked Netanyahu’s claim that it was initiated as a legitimate response to security concerns,
commenting that rather it was meant to “serve a more politically motivated agenda, aimed at silencing critical
voices.”

Ultimately, Israel’s glaring anti-democratic decision to shut down a major media outlet demonstrates an
acknowledgement from the Netanyahu government that public attitudes towards the War on Gaza have become
increasingly critical. By implementing this course of action, Israel joins the undesirable ranks of authoritarian



regimes that enact measures to try and suppress journalists, human rights defenders, and the truth at-large — a
tactic that is deployed to cover up evidence of abusive behavior.



