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Israel’s Reprehensible Killing of Medics and Rescue Workers in Gaza

The mangled bodies of more than a dozen medics and emergency responders were recovered from a mass grave
in southern Gaza earlier this week, drawing heavy condemnation regarding their deplorable murder at the hands
of Israeli forces. The horrific discovery followed their disappearance back on March 23rd, which had prompted a
rescue operation to find them. Multiple independent observers were quick to verify that all of those killed were
clearly marked humanitarian workers, and thus, should never have come under attack in the first place. Adding to
the outrage over the already criminal circumstances surrounding the killing is the evidence of Israel’s attempt to
try and cover up its illicit actions, with rights groups demanding accountability for the flagrant violation of
international law. Unfortunately, amid news of it, the incident did not come as a shock to many since it is far from
an isolated occurrence — and on the contrary — is part of a reprehensible pattern of Israeli forces intentionally
targeting and killing non-combatants such as humanitarian workers, journalists, civilians, and others.

In merely the time since the onset of the Gaza War back in October of 2023, over 1,500 humanitarian workers
have been killed by Israeli forces, while hundreds of medical facilities throughout the territory have also been
destroyed. International law, the basis of which is formed by the universally ratified Geneva Conventions, explicitly
stipulates that medical personnel and humanitarian relief workers must be protected and respected to carry out
their duties — especially during times of conflict. Failing to guarantee their safety is bad enough, but the fact that
on top of this, they are subjected to systematic and deliberate targeting by Israeli forces is truly abhorrent. Israel’s
repeated brazen disregard of international law is alarming, and without proper accountability and punitive
measures to deter this behavior and a sense of impunity, incidents such as the recent killing of medics and rescue
workers in Gaza will only continue to take place. Disturbingly, with events like this being commonplace, there is
also the risk of people becoming desensitized to them to the point where it gets dangerously normalized as
something routine rather than eliciting the warranted rebuke that it deserves.

The evidence found at the scene of the mass grave sheds light on the indisputable direct nature of the recent
killing of the humanitarian workers in Gaza. The bodies were dug out wearing orange emergency vests, gloves, and
other clear rescue worker attire, with doctors who analyzed them noting that they were covered in severe bruises
and showed signs of having been tortured and bound as well. The bullet wounds in the victims’ heads and chests
provided proof that they were executed in cold blood after they were detained and tied up. Due to all of this,
human rights groups like Amnesty International (Al) are calling for an independent and impartial investigation into
the details surrounding the latest incident. As Al alluded to in its statement regarding this, the fact that these
medics and rescue workers were killed while trying to save lives is incredibly distressing. Furthermore, there is no
justification for humanitarian workers to not be protected in all situations, let alone be heinously targeted in a
deliberate manner that constitutes an egregious war crime. United Nations humanitarian officials have also
demanded justice for the victims, while echoing that these were emergency responders who were viciously
murdered in the line of duty.

The recent Israeli attack on humanitarian personnel is the single most deadly one against Red Cross Red Crescent
workers anywhere in the world since 2017. Regrettably, this is not the first and likely will not be the last time that
rescue workers are targeted and killed by Israeli forces. While these types of reprehensible acts are intended to be
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strictly prohibited, the mechanisms to effectively punish those who commit them and in doing so violate
international law leave a lot to be desired. Standards of international law without proper and consistent
enforcement have allowed entities like Israel to continually disregard the law with little to no repercussions. In
fact, since October of 2023, an unprecedented number of aid workers have been killed in Gaza — at least 408. For
context, some of the other major contemporary conflicts in places like Sudan and Ukraine have seen a little over
100 and 23 aid workers killed, respectively. Journalists have also been killed at never-before-seen levels during the
course of the Gaza War, making it the deadliest conflict for media workers ever recorded. Documented figures
such as these do not just happen randomly, and instead, are the result of a pattern of behavior that the world has
failed to deter.



