
 

Israel’s Assassination of a Top Hezbollah Commander and Its Thousands of Ceasefire 
Violations in Lebanon 

 
Earlier this week, Israel carried out a targeted assassination of Hezbollah’s top military 
commander Haytham Ali Tabatabai in an airstrike on Beirut. The escalation is merely one of the 
latest Israeli violations of the November 2024 Israel-Lebanon ceasefire agreement. Over the 
past year, numerous human rights and watchdog groups have extensively documented 
thousands of Israeli violations of the ongoing ceasefire. In fact, the assassination this week 
came amid a recent United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) report which confirmed 
that Israeli forces have committed more than 10,000 air and ground violations of the ceasefire 
agreement in Lebanon since it took effect last November. These have consisted of unauthorized 
drone flights, surveillance aircraft, and fighter jets entering Lebanese airspace, as well as illegal 
troop movements, construction of walls, and other unlawful activities north of the UN-mapped 
line of withdrawal. 
 
The Israeli attacks have killed more than 100 Lebanese civilians since the initiation of the 
ceasefire agreement, with human rights organizations also documenting the extensive 
destruction of civilian infrastructure in southern Lebanon. Israel’s repeated violations and its 
recent targeted assassination underscore the concern regarding a potential new outbreak of 
all-out hostilities. As such, UN peacekeepers, rights advocates, and other observers have 
condemned the daily continued Israeli attacks and urged the international community to 
intervene and ensure full adherence to the ceasefire agreement. The United States and France-
brokered agreement last November called for an end to hostilities, an Israeli withdrawal from 
southern Lebanon, and the deployment of the Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF) and UNIFIL 
peacekeepers in the area south of the Litani River – something that was intended to be free of 
any armed personnel. Despite this, Israel has violated the terms of the ceasefire through 
ongoing military operations and strikes, occupation of Lebanese territory, and airspace 
incursions – all of which have resulted in the killing of civilians and destruction of property. 
 
In defiance of the November 2024 ceasefire agreement demanding a halt to offensive military 
actions, Israel has continued to launch regular airstrikes and ground operations in southern 
Lebanon and the Beqaa Valley. Furthermore, the agreement stipulated that Israel should 
withdraw its forces from southern Lebanon. Instead, Israeli troops have remained in, and in 
some cases advanced deeper into, multiple locations within Lebanese territory. International 



law experts have highlighted that Israel’s presence is deemed an illegal occupation and a direct 
violation of both the ceasefire and UN Security Council Resolution 1701. Additionally, reports 
from the UN and human rights organizations like Amnesty International have detailed Israel’s 
deliberate destruction of civilian property in southern Lebanon, including homes, agricultural 
land, and infrastructure. Israeli forces have also targeted journalists and civilians attempting to 
return to their homes in border villages, using live fire and drones. By maintaining an unlawful 
military presence and continuing attacks, Israel has prevented thousands of displaced Lebanese 
civilians from returning to their homes – in what represents yet another violation of the 
ceasefire terms. 
 
Peacekeepers themselves have even been endangered by Israeli forces through repeated and 
deliberate attacks on or near UN positions. The incidents, which have been documented by 
UNIFIL, have included direct tank fire, drone-dropped grenades, and the use of white 
phosphorus near bases of peacekeepers. On multiple occasions, Israeli forces have fired on UN 
observation posts, damaging monitoring cameras and communication systems. There have also 
been instances of Israeli tanks and excavators forcibly entering UN compounds and destroying 
property, which observers have described as a flagrant violation of international law. Actions 
like these have drawn widespread condemnation from not only UN officials, but also countries 
that have contributed troops to the peacekeeping efforts such as France, Italy, and Ireland. 
 
Ultimately, many have expressed significant concern over Israel’s continued systematic 
ceasefire violations and its recent targeted assassination of a top Hezbollah commander. There 
is fear that this might trigger escalation and retaliation which could potentially lead to a new 
outbreak of hostilities. The airstrike on a residential area in Beirut was both reckless as well as a 
blatant violation of Lebanese sovereignty and the November 2024 ceasefire agreement. It 
undermines the prospect of stability, and for various observers in the international community, 
demonstrates a lack of will on the part of Israel for a peaceful solution. 


