
 

Israeli Knesset Passes New Laws to Move Close to Annexing the West Bank in Total Violation 
of International Law 

 
Israel’s latest plans regarding the occupied West Bank have caused sharp condemnation from 
governments, international institutions, and human rights organizations across the globe. At 
the center of the controversy are proposals to expand illegal settlements, formalize outposts, 
and in some cases move toward what is deemed de-facto annexation of territory that is 
universally recognized under international law as occupied land. For many observers, these 
steps threaten to permanently undermine the possibility of a two-state solution and further 
entrench illegal occupation. The West Bank has been under Israeli military occupation since 
1967. The international community, including the United Nations, considers Israeli settlements 
in the territory to be illegal under the Fourth Geneva Convention, which prohibits an occupying 
power from transferring parts of its civilian population into the territory it occupies. As such, 

nearly the entire global community has consistently denounced Israel’s illegal settlement 
expansion efforts. 
 
In recent months, Israeli officials have advanced plans that would significantly expand 
settlement activity and increase Israeli administrative control over large portions of the West 
Bank. Some of these proposals would legalize previously unauthorized outposts and accelerate 
construction in existing settlements. These steps come amid heightened tensions following the 

destructive war in Gaza and an alarming uptick in Israeli human rights violations and settler 
violence in the West Bank. The United Nations Secretary General has warned that moves to 

alter the status of the occupied territory violate international law and risk further inflaming the 
conflict. The European Union has reiterated its position that settlements are illegal and has 
cautioned that annexation would have serious consequences for Israel’s relations with Europe. 

Several European governments have summoned Israeli ambassadors to express formal 
protests. 

 
A broad coalition of Arab and Muslim-majority nations have also voiced grave concern at the 

recent measures. Officials in Jordan and Egypt, both of which have peace treaties with Israel, 
have warned that annexation or large-scale settlement expansion could jeopardize regional 
stability. The Arab League has issued statements condemning the plans and calling for renewed 
international pressure to halt them. Recent reporting indicates that U.S. President Donald 
Trump has again publicly voiced opposition to formal Israeli annexation of the occupied West 



Bank as well. According to statements from the White House covered by outlets including Al 
Jazeera and The Guardian, administration officials said Trump does not back annexation and 
views unilateral moves to absorb West Bank territory as potentially destab ilizing. The 
administration signaled concern that such steps could inflame tensions, complicate U.S. 
regional interests, and undermine efforts to contain violence. 
 
Most countries view the West Bank as occupied territory and see settlement construction as a 

violation of international law. For decades, the two-state solution has been the cornerstone of 
international efforts to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Moves that fragment Palestinian 

territory or entrench Israeli control are therefore seen as harmful to the prospects of peace and 
stability. Many analysts argue that unilateral steps risk sparking further unrest in the West Bank 

and beyond. Israeli settler violence has already reached unprecedented levels in recent years 
and expanding illegal settlements would be certain to exacerbate this even further. Ultimately, 
the scale and intensity of international criticism demonstrate the extent to which the global  

community understands that the plans are destructive to the prospects of long-term peace and 
social justice. With moves like these, Israel continues to expand its diplomatic isolation through 

its array of growing human rights violations – which highlight a blatant disregard for norms and 
principles of international law. 


